THE GOAT

accused. However much one deplores even such a
well-arranged political murder, it did open the way at
once for all the young theorists.

I rather wish he'd been in the Government that
passed this Act, all the same, though perhaps it's a
game honest men are well out of, and those who easily
get excited most of all. Probably no one but that
particular brand of Liberal would have done it, even in
the thrill of thinking they were quite a new Party,
Labour, as it is now - or rather as it has been since
the split-up - wouldn't have dreamt of it. I suppose
there was a time when they were a real party of the
Young-one seems to remember it-compact and
violent enough to do this. But they've been large and
old and respectable and remarkably good at not hear-
ing third cock-crows for a long time now. It was a
good Act and hasn't been repealed yet, though lots
of people try not to talk about it. The thing happens
in turn at various of our larger and nastier industrial
towns, Liverpool, Manchester, Glasgow, Hull, Cov-
entry and so on. This year it was Cardiff again for
South Wales. As everybody knows, all the owners
have to meet, and one is chosen by lot to be legally and
ritually killed, in different ways at the different places,
for the good of all. The Lot business was part of that
curious democratic revival there was: going right
back to the real thing. I rather believed in it myself:
one gets pretty sick of the representation idea; but
Tom thought it was silly, and of course it has not
survived as a political procedure anywhere else. But
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